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P r i n c i p a l 's  M es s a ge  
As we all know teacher collaboration can be a powerful method to develop
teacher practice and knowledge. I know the challenge sometimes is aligning
school structures and resources to support collaboration at a deeper and more
focused level. This is more than just scheduling common planning periods but
creating a culture that fosters trust and reflection among everyone. It is about
offering collaborative opportunities in a variety of ways, such as peer coaching,
lesson studies, collaborative planning, analyzing student work, and mentoring
new teachers. As a teacher, I have found that the sharing that occurs with my
personal learning network is often the most impactful on my daily instruction. It
is also important that we need the opportunity to be reflective and to
collaborate around student needs. Tying student needs to teacher needs is
powerful. I heard this particular discussion during our PLC last Wednesday
morning. “Based upon classroom data, my students
have gaps in these areas. What can I do to improve my
own professional skills to meet their needs?” Putting
this reflection into a collaborative environment where
teachers can meet, share resources, observe each
other, and design lessons together creates a recipe for
success. Effective, collaborative communities must be
committed to improvement in the achievement of the
students as well as in the professional practices of the
teachers. Keep on the good and reflective work Mighty
Panthers. It will payoff in the end.

On Thursday we celebrated six exemplar students and three extraordinary individuals from Palm
Elementary School. When Jayboy and I sat down to discuss who we would pick this year, it was
very evident who should be chosen. These 3 wonderful ladies are the perfect representation of
Palm School.
 
Anna Marroquin- Thank you for your hard work and dedication to our students. You pride yourself
in providing a positive learning environment that will stay with our students for a lifetime as well as
having a positive attitude and rapport with staff. Thank you for setting high expectations for our
students and encouraging a love of learning.
 
Patty Puentes- Thank you for volunteering for programs, attending activities,and many countless
school events. Patty is someone anyone can count on when in need of a sub or to lend a listening
ear. Your dedication to Palm School not only demonstrates your love for our students, but also
your dedication to your own daughter's education here at Palm.
 
Anavela Lopez- Anavela is an individual who has a genuine love for
students. She is our content coach who supports all teachers
and helps facilitate higher order thinking in every class that she
teaches. She is loved by her students as well as staff!!
 
Their dedication to our students and school does not go unnoticed.
They set high expectations of themselves as well as the students,
having their best interest in mind.
 
Thank you to all the staff that attended the board meeting to
honor our exemplar students, staff and parents. Your dedication
to our school is greatly appreciated.
 
 
 
 

Learning Director's Blog

 Coaching Archives

It is important to remember that our students are being influenced by so much
more that just what goes on in the classroom. We often neglect the partnership of
raising a child that teachers share with their students’ guardians. As we approach
the end of the trimester and reflect on all the assessments given, it is vital that
we keep parents in the loop. Take the time to send notes home complimenting a
students’ behavior or academics. Build a connection with your students’ guardians
for all the good things you are celebrating in class. It’s always easy to share the
good news but sometimes it can be hard to sit down and share the not-so-good
news, whether academic or personal. I’m sure none of us like it, but it is important
to be honest, share the facts, and share compassion. Look at it from a parents
perspective, at the end of the day
they want to know if you are on their team.
Share with parents what you can do to support
their child and what parents can do to support
you. We’ve all heard “it takes a village to raise
a child” so connect with students’ guardians
and build a connection that will positively
influence the students’ performance in your
classroom.
 
 
Sandy
 
 

COLLEGE & CAREER NEWS 
 THE COLLEGE LETTER OF THE WEEK IS "W"

  

W is for Work

To get through college, you have to work very hard in elementary school, middle school, and high school. At
times, the classwork, homework and studying for tests, may seem too difficult. However, your hard work will
pay off. Through hard work, you will make graduating from college a reality for yourself. You will be ready to
WORK in a career that you enjoy!

College of the day is "Webster University"  
Webster is a unique university. There are locations worldwide and every Webster University campus is inviting and personal
— both students and faculty are from around the world, creating a diverse learning environment. Webster University is an
American non-profit private university with its main campus in Webster Groves, Missouri. Webster operates as an
independent, with multiple branch locations across the United States.
 
Degrees that are offered at Webster include: Accounting, Audio Production,
Dance, Education, French, Music, Journalism, Legal Studies, and many more.

Career News!! 
X-Ray Technichian

 
 
 

Wouldn't it be awesome to be able to see the inside of a person's
body, like a superhero? X-ray technicians have the unique
opportunity to do that every single day as their career! An x-ray
technician is also known as an x-ray technologist or radiologic
technologists. Technicians use imaging methods to visualize the
inside of a human's body. The pictures that they create help
doctors to diagnose and treat illnesses and injuries with great
accuracy.
 
 
For example, if you believe you broke your leg or arm, but you
are not sure. You can get an X-ray and the technician will take X-
ray images to see if you have any broken bones. The technician
will then give the X-ray images to the doctor to use for
treatment. Technicians get the satisfaction of assisting and
supporting patients, who are nervous or in pain.
 
 
In the past, technicians only worked in hospitals. Now, X-ray
technicians work in several other health related systems. To be
an X-ray technician, you need to obtain a three year associate’s
degree from an accredited college and get certified by The
American Registry of Radiologic Technologists. Training
programs in X-ray technology include courses in anatomy (the
study of the body), biology, and physics. The skills that you need
as an X-ray technician may be developed within a certificate or
degree program or through on-the-job training. X-ray
technicians make between $55,000 dollars a year to $85,000 a
year, depending on your education, experience, and area of --
expertise. X-ray technicians are cool!
 
 

Shout Outs

Shout out to the Valentine balloon volunteers.  Thank you for all your help with
making them and passing them out.  Sorry for your raw fingers.
 
A big shout out to my leadership team. I just wanted to say thanks a lot for
making the workplace a fun place to be.
 
A BIG BIG SHOUT OUT to every mighty Panther Staff. I appreciate your can-do
spirit and your belief in teamwork.
 
Hats off to Yovana, Shirly, Diana, Janie, Stephanie, Palmira, Anna, Gina, Josefa,
and Anavela for taking charge in our Valentine Grams fundraiser. You're all the
most amazing coworkers. Your help has made my job much easier and more fun. I
really appreciate your time and effort. Thanks for having my back.
 
Shout out to Debra Carrasco for always attending to our most neediest student
with patience and a smile! We are so happy to have you here at Palm School!
 
Shout out to Derek Arenas for coming on board and hitting the ground running!
Your an awesome person and a fabulous educator!
 
 

 
H av e  a  w o n d e r f u l    3 - d ay   w e e k e n d ! !

 Mrs. Castillo

Upcoming Events

Monday, February 18
No School President's Day 

 
Tuesday, February 19

Parenting Partners meeting in staff room
 

Wednesday, February 20
Spelling Bee @ TCOE

 
Thursday, February 21

Palm School Instructional Rounds
College T-Shirt

 
Friday, February 22

Wild About Reading bookmarks due
Penas Planetarium field trip for 1st grade

 
 


